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Dear Colleague, 

Interruption to supply:

Tinzaparin sodium (Innohep ® LEO Laboratories Ltd ) 10,000 IU/ml Syringe presentations: 

                                                                2,500IU anti-Factor Xa IU in 0.25ml          

      3,500IU anti-Factor Xa IU in 0.35ml          

                     4,500IU anti-Factor Xa IU in 0.45ml

LEO has written Healthcare Professionals explaining that there will be interruptions to the supply of its three syringe presentations of tinzaparin sodium 10,000 IU/ml. A copy of this letter is attached.

The quantities of tinzaparin 10,000 IU/ml syringes available within the UK supply chain are extremely limited and the problem is expected to last until January 2012.

This means that NHS trusts and clinicians will have no choice but to manage existing stocks, review local protocols and transfer patients to the use of alternative products.

The DH is urgently assessing the availability of alternative products to meet increased demand and is working with these suppliers to help ensure supply. 

Trusts assessing switching options are advised to engage in direct discussion with the manufacturers of alternative products, prior to placing orders, to ensure continuity of supply.  Trusts are also advised not to over-order.
There are two licensed indications for tinzaparin sodium 10,000 IU/ml:

· for the prevention of thromboembolic events, including deep vein thrombosis, in patients undergoing general and orthopaedic surgery

· for the prevention of clotting in extracorporeal circuit during haemodialysis in patients with chronic renal insufficiency 

To support local management of the latter the DH is communicating direct with the NHS renal pharmacists’ network.

LEO has highlighted that Innohep ® 10,000 IU/ml vials and 20,000 IU/ml treatment presentations are not affected and are available to meet normal demand. However any increased use of these presentations will rapidly compromise supply.

We will provide further supply information when available.
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